
Native American Income Tax Filers 

1. Do I have to file a Montana income tax return if I live on 

the Indian reservation where I am enrolled and all of my 

income is earned on my enrolled reservation? 

If you are a tribal member whose federal gross income meets the state filing requirements, you 

must file a Montana income tax return even though your income may be exempt. To exempt 

your income from Montana tax, you need to file Montana Form 2 and attach Montana Form IND, 

"Tribal Member Certification" (formerly known as Indian Certification), signed by a representative 

of your governing tribe who can attest to your residency on your reservation along with your 

tribal enrollment number. 

2. I live on an Indian reservation. Am I required to file a 

Montana income tax return? 

If you are a Native American and your federal gross income meets the state filing requirements, 

you must file a Montana individual income tax return. The income would be exempt from 

Montana income tax if all of the following applies: 

 You are enrolled as a member of a federally-recognized American Indian tribe, and  

 You live on the Indian reservation where enrolled, and  

 You derive all of your income from sources on the Indian reservation where enrolled.  

3. I live on the Indian reservation where I am enrolled, but 

earned some income from another Indian reservation or 

from another city in Montana. Is my income from the other 

reservation and location subject to Montana income tax? 

Yes. The income earned on the other Indian reservation and off the reservation is subject to 

Montana income tax because the income is not from sources on the Indian reservation where 

you are an enrolled member. 

4. I am married and live on my spouse's reservation. Is the 

income earned from my tribe exempt from tax? 

No. You must live on your tribe's reservation and be an enrolled member for your income to be 

exempt from Montana taxation. 

5. I live and work on an Indian reservation and am a 

descendent of the tribe. Am I exempt from filing a Montana 

income tax return? 

No. You must be an enrolled member of the Indian tribe in addition to living and working on the 

Indian reservation. 



6. What documents should I keep to support my income 

exclusion for income I earned on my tribe's reservation? 

Keep documents that establish your tribal source of income and documents that establish your 

place of physical residence. You need the information if we examine the income inclusion for 

earned income from tribal reservation sources. If we contact you and request this information, 

you must respond in a timely manner even if you believe your income is exempt and/or you did 

not file a Montana income tax return. 

7. I live on the reservation in a very rural area. I receive all 

of my mail at a post office box in the nearest town. Why can't 

I use my mailing address? 

You may use your post office box address on the return. However, to qualify for the exemption 

you must have a physical address on your reservation. 

 


